HOLLY FULTON

Royal college of Art MA graduate Holly Fulton makes her Fashion East debut for Autumn/Winter 2009.

Fulton’s aesthetic, best described as art deco gone pop, relies on a heightened sense of colour and a graphic eye. Dresses in felt and wool form the core of her output, tiled over in geometric patterns using laser-cut perspex mosaics.

Tangerine, warm yellow and cool blues are accented by black, the most punctual hue there is. Short and succinct, Fulton’s silhouettes provide a contrast to the level of large-scale detailing.

Two duchess satin showpieces – one a dress, one a skirt – in collaboration with Crystallized™ – Swarovski Elements, are the most complex pieces the designer has made to date. In a challenging construction, bespoke metal plates were created with individual holes drilled for every crystal. Always pushing forward her technique, this has been a watershed moment for Fulton.

Digital printing is used for the very first time, via a long sleeved t-shirt imaged with the designer’s ‘tiling’; a new way to wear the look of her more uncompromising pieces. Other, more adaptable styles in the line-up include a soft, oversized leather shirt and folded silk dress. But nothing is as simple as it may seem: the silk dress, for instance, uses fifteen metres of fabric in its construction.

Materials themselves feed the designer’s imagination. A leather dress features hand-enamelled metal discs in five shades of blue, with enamelling recurring throughout the collection (and leather too, as the choice material for Fulton’s skirts). Jewellery in laser-cut perspex and leather uses large architectural crystals from Swarovski as well as more recognisable industrial elements such as hinges. The contrast between the glamourous and the machined is a recurring motif, Fulton’s work being of a high-end finish but twisted through the mix of materials. 

For further information please  contact ________________.

